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son in his harsh struggle in London to get on
his feet as a writer and thinker. Shaw would ap-
parently have foundered during those Grub
Street days had it not been for this maternal
backing; and he has handsomely made acknowl-
i edgment of the fact in print. He reports that
as a lad he was not supposed to play with the
children of tradespeople; which sheds light upon
his family, and was regarded by the embryo
rebel and democrat as an education in snobbery.
We get a picture of him as an imaginative, prob-
ing, restless fellow, who disdained dreary chapel
going, and found his consolation in the compan-
ionship of his mother with her music. School
found him sceptic and left him contemptuous.
With characteristic energy he said of it: " It was
the most completely wasted and mischievous
part of my life." But he read books worth
while in an eclectic fashion; at fifteen his educa-
tion in the formal sense ceased. But music at
home, the National Gallery in Dublin, and his
private commerce with literature did much to
develop his taste and powers. It is interesting to
know that letters at this time attracted him less
than painting and music.e   dependent
